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BUENA VISTA TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR MINUTES 

May 9, 2016 
 

The Regular Meeting of Buena Vista Township Committee was held on the above date at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Committee Chambers Room, 890 Harding Highway, Buena, NJ, with Mayor Chuck Chiarello presiding. 
 
Mayor Chiarello called the meeting to order at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Committee Members present: Armato, Kelly, Martinelli, Williams and Mayor Chiarello 
Absent: None 
Also present were: Township Administrator / CMFO Kenia Nunez-Acuna and Solicitor Dominic DiYanni. 

 
Mayor Chiarello read the following announcement: On January 5, 2016, notice of this meeting was mailed to The 
Daily Journal & The Press and duly posted in the Main Lobby of the Municipal Complex. All requirements of the 
Open Public Meetings Act have been met in compliance with the Sunshine Law. 

 
Mayor Chuck Chiarello led the flag salute. 

 
Approval of Minutes   
On a motion of Armato, seconded by Williams the following meeting minutes were approved as received Caucus 
Meeting, April 25, 2016; Regular Meeting, April 25, 2016; Executive Meeting April 25, 2016: 

(Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye.) 
  

Announcements / Presentations / Discussions: None 
 

Mayors Report:  Mayor Chuck Chiarello stated the Daily Journal printed an article about the Honorary Township 
Committee. The 3,400 ACUA recycling bins have arrived at the Public Works building. A letter from the Township 
and a letter from the ACUA will be placed in the bins when delivered. The Township received a letter from NJDOT 
for the award of $195,000 for Phase V of Weymouth-Malaga Road. Received a call from the Governor’s office, the 
Township will receive approximately $36,000 for Clean Communities grant. Received a letter from Waste 
Management asking for a temporary closure of the facility on Route 54; will retain permits. Teligent is looking to 
have a ground breaking the second half of June 2016; will provide date when received. The Township received a 
thank you card from Corsiglia family. A letter was sent from the School District for the citizenship award. A liquor 
license which was the old Buena Tavern is up for auction, minimum bid is $5,000. Richland Village festival has 
ramped up, there are now over 70 vendors registered. The switch tower will be dedicated at 1pm. Still looking for 
volunteers to help.  

 
Ordinances for Public Hearing (First Reading):  
 

28-2016 – Acceptance of Block 3408, Lot 3 & 4 (Front Street) – Donation of Land 
 

On a motion of Armato seconded by Kelly and carried the above Ordinance was introduced upon first 
reading: (Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 

 
Ordinances for Public Hearing (First Reading):  
 

29-2016 – Amending Bond Ordinance 14-2014 
 

On a motion of Kelly seconded by Williams and carried the above Ordinance was introduced upon first 
reading: (Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 

 
 

Ordinances for Public Hearing (First Reading):  
 

30-2016 – Amending Township Code Chapter 94 “Vehicles and Traffic” 
 
On a motion of Kelly seconded by Armato and carried the above Ordinance was introduced upon first 

reading: (Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 
 

Ordinances for Public Hearing (Second Reading):  
 

26-2016 – Vacating Portion of Daisy Blvd, Portion of Palermo Ave. and Portion of Genoa Ave  
 
On a motion of Martinelli, seconded by Williams the Hearing was opened to the Public. 
 
Julie Akers questioned if the Township was planning on purchasing the Wells Fargo property and 

changing it for anything.  Deputy Mayor Teresa Kelly replied stating no, the Township has no intention to 
purchase the property from Wells Fargo.    

 
On a motion of Armato seconded by Martinelli and carried the above Ordinance was adopted upon 

final reading: (Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 
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Ordinances for Public Hearing (Second Reading):  
 
27-2016 – Amending Chapter 238 Entitled “Solid Waste” 

 
On a motion of Williams, seconded by Armato the Hearing was opened to the Public. 
 
There was no public comment. 
 
On a motion of Martinelli seconded by Williams and carried the above Ordinance was adopted upon 

final reading: (Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 
 

Public Comment on Current Agenda Items Only:  
Committeeman Steve Martinelli read the following statement into the record: In order for the Committee to conduct 
the business of the Township in the most productive manner possible, meeting attendees will be given two (2) 
minutes, all-inclusive to comment on any agenda item(s) without comment or question from the Committee, but 
only on items specified on the agenda listed for the current meeting. Please step up to the microphone at the 
appropriate time, and state your name and address for the record. 

 

 Committeeman John Armato questioned if the kite issue was resolved with Atlantic City Electric for the 
Friends of India. Mayor Chiarello stated they will working on the issue and believes it is almost 
resolved. Mayor requested a condition be added that the permit can be issued after all issues with 
ACE have been resolved. On a motion of Armato seconded by Williams the condition was added to 
the agenda.   

 Julie Akers questioned what the Engineers estimate was on the Blue House since the Bids will be 
rejected. Mayor Chuck Chiarello stated the figure could not be released because the Township will go 
back out to bid and it would be an advantage to know the amount. 

 
 Resolutions:   

 
130-16 – Authorize Payment of Bills in the Amount of $485,828.54 
On a motion of Armato seconded by Kelly and carried the above Resolution was adopted: (Roll Call Vote: 
Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 

 
Consent Agenda:  

Committeeman Steve Martinelli read the Consent Agenda includes items of business which are not 
controversial and do not require individual discussion. A Motion approving the Consent Agenda is moved, 
seconded and voted upon as one item by the Township Committee. If any discussion is requested on a 
Consent Agenda item, it is removed from the Consent Agenda to the Regular Agenda. 

Resolutions: 

 131-16 – Authorizing the Issuance of Street Opening Permits to SJ Gas  

 132-16 – Authorizing the Refund of Tax Overpayment on Block 401, Lot 32 

 133-16 – Authorizing the Issuance of Assemblage Permit to Friends of India Society 

 134-16 – Authorizing the Submission of the 2015 Recycling Tonnage Grant Application  

 135-16 – Authorizing Approval of Catering Permit to DeThomasi Inc. 

 136-16 – Supporting “Idle Free Zones” 

 137-16 – Authorizing Mayor to Execute Amended Financial Assistance Agreement 

 138-16 – Authorizing Twp. Engineer to Proceed; Weymouth-Malaga Road Phs V Project 

 139-16 – Authorize the Rejection of Bids for Replacement Structure at 1260 Harding Hwy 

 140-16 – Authorizing Mayor to Execute Contact with Pyrotecnico for Fireworks Display 
 

On a motion of Armato seconded by Williams and carried the above Resolutions were adopted by consent 
agenda: (Roll Call Vote: Armato, Aye; Chiarello, Aye; Kelly, Aye; Martinelli, Aye; Williams, Aye) 

 
Township Administrator & Department Reports 

Township Administrator Kenia Nunez-Acuna had no report.  
  
Township Clerk Lisa A. Tilton had no report. 
 
MLK Center Director Quentin McClendon stated there is a program at the MLK Center this weekend for 
Building for Success. 
 

Committee Reports 

 Committeeman Martinelli –  Had no report 

 Committeeman Williams – Attended the award ceremony for four chaplains where Quentin McClendon 
received the Humanitarian Award. The Township will have enough points for Silver designation with 
Sustainable Jersey. Environmental Commission participated in the Community Garden on Saturday.   

 Commiteewoman Kelly – Attended the award ceremony for Quentin McClendon. 

 Committeeman Armato – Working with volunteers to fence in the Community Garden at the MLK Center. 
There were 107 volunteers that helped that day. Looking into ways to save money in the Township and a 
new policy for Public Works. Working on a project for collecting slightly used walking products.  

 Mayor Chuck Chiarello – The flyer for the shred event is being worked on. Will be adding prescription drop 
off and electronic drop off on the same day. 
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Deputy Mayor Teresa Kelly stated since the description on the back of the agenda provides plenty of 
information she longer needed to receive the paper copies as the Committee receives the agenda packets 
electronically. Committeeman Armato, Williams and Martinelli agreed. Committee would still like to receive 
department reports in paper format. The Mayor, Administrator and Attorney will still receive paper agenda 
packets. Agendas and updated papers materials will be provided at the meetings.  Committee agreed. 
 
Mayor Chuck Chiarello stated he was proud of Quentin McClendon and Calvin Miller for their 
achievements and recognition.  
 
Mayor Chuck Chiarello stated the special events committee is looking to obtain a golf cart. The 
Administrator has received three quotes at $2,400, $2,975 and $3,150. The lowest was a 2009 model, 
electric with a new battery. Committeeman Martinelli stated Caspers Carts in Vineland has good products.  
The cart would kept at Public Works.  
 
On a motion of Martinelli, seconded by Williams, Township Committee unanimously approved the 
purchase of a golf cart not to exceed $4,000.  

 
Public Comment: Committeeman Steve Martinelli read the following into the record: The Committee welcomes 
participation of interested organizations and individuals during regular, caucus, workshop, and special meetings. 
However, in order to conduct the business of the Township in the most productive manner possible, attendees will 
be given four (4) minutes, all inclusive, including all dialogue, questions, and responses from both the speaker and 
the Committee for the designated public portion of the meeting. There may be no transference of a speakers time 
to other attendees. Please step up to the microphone at the appropriate time, and state your name and address for 
the record. 
 
Public Comment was opened by a motion of Martinelli seconded by Williams and carried. 
 

 Quentin McClendon thanked Township Committee for always there and always being at the events.  
 

There being no further business on a motion of Kelly seconded by Williams the meeting was adjourned at 8:56 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted,      Approved: 
     
      /s/ Lisa A. Tilton       /s/ Chuck Chiarello 

________________________     ______________________ 
Lisa A. Tilton, Township Clerk     Mayor Chuck Chiarello 

 

 


